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What is the System of Rice Intensification, or SRI?

SRl is an agroecological approach to growing rice, which allows farmers to increase yields, while at the same time decreas-
ing inputs such as water, chemical fertilizers, herbicides and pesticides. SRI can be applied to all varieties of rice, from
farmers’ existing varieties to improved varieties.

How does SRI work?
Let’s take a look at what makes SRI different from standard practices. The series of images below demonstrates how farm-
ers adopt and adapt SRI, and how this changes their rice cultivation practices and the morphology of the rice plant itself.
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‘Improving and Scaling up SRl in West Africa’ is the 3-year first phase of a regional World Bank-financed project to increase rice productiv-
ity throughout a 13-country ECOWAS project area (Benin, Burkina Faso, Céte d'lvoire, the Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Liberia, Mali, Niger, Ni-
geria, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Togo), seen in the map above. As part of the larger West Africa Agricultural Productivity Program (WAAPP),
steered by CORAF/WECARD, regional coordination for the implementation of the project is provided by the Institut d’Economie Rurale’s
National Center of Specialization on Rice (CNS-RIZ), based in Mali, with a mandate to evaluate, select and scale up an approach for sus-
tainably increasing rice production throughout the region.
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